


Logline

In mid-1990s suburbia, three
teenagers discover a ritualistic
murderer on a stolen crime
scene video tape and
inadvertently release a
supernatural killer into their

world.




Moodboard




Characters

* Cooper Kennedy — 17, misfit and horror
fanatic with a ndden dark side. He’s an
aspiring filmmaker mourning the loss of his
father. Meanwhile, his aloof mother submits
to her new husband, who threatens to send
Cooper to military school.

* Justin Tiller — 18, obnoxious, crass horror
effects artist and kleptomaniac. He’s pretty
self-serving but has a soft spot for his crush,
Cooper’s sister, Debra. His loyalty 1s only
matched in mtensity by his distaste for

mainstream society.

* Eric Bauderer — 17, Cooper’s jock cousin
whose parents are divorcing. After a failed
suicide attempt, he’s sent to live with Cooper
for the summer, but his squeamish nature
makes it difficult to relate to Cooper and
Justin’s horror obsession.




Supporting Characters

* Debra Kennedy — 19, Cooper's popular and
stubborn sister, a material girl, and Justin’s long- ; ;
time crush. She doesn’t get along with her I "
stepfather, Dick, and Justin always finds his way - -
onto her last nerve.
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* Megan Langen — 18, Debra’s flirtatious, ditsy ¢ ’
best friend and Cooper’s crush. But with her ~
athletic background and high social standing,
she will likely take a greater mterest in Eric than
Cooper.

* Boyd — 32, a gaming nerd (before it was
cool) and ReAction Video store manager. He
lives for underground music and films and
collects books on the supernatural, because
nothing fascmates him more than the unknown.




Supporting Characters

* Dick Tuttle — 41, Cooper’s and Debra's strict
and conservative stepfather. He’s one of those
hypocrites who strikes down sinful behavior in
public but thrives on it in secret.

* Jennifer Rose — 19, unhoused, nihilistic victim
of society, a broken home, and Nathaniel-her
would-be killer. She gets by with drugs, alcohol,
and a community of other vagrant musfits.

* Nathaniel — 50s, an ambitious Satan
worshipper who intends to summon a demon to
control and do his bidding, until his final victim
turns the tables. But before Nathaniel dies, he
uses a spell that combines technology and
magick in reviving his spirit so he can rise again

and finish what he started.




Supporting Characters

* Tony — 20s, Debra’s unfaithful boyfriend, and
Cooper’s most relentless bully. If you asked him
why he doesn’t date girls his own age, he’d
simply reply, “Why should I?”

* Vince — 20s, Tony’s scrappy yes-man. He
idolizes Tony, and the boosted confidence often
causes his mouth to write checks his scrawny ass
can’t cash.

* Gravy — 20s, Tony’s quiet but powerful
enforcer. He’s not the brightest bully in the
bunch, but he is fiercely loyal.



Synopsis

As three teenage outcasts in mid-1990s suburbia spend one final summer together before their lives

change forever, they obtain a disturbing video that was stolen from a crime scene several months ago.

Feeling the oppression of strict conservative families, divorcing parents, and a xenophobic society, the
boys plan to run away to L..A. to break into the film industry and leave their toxic environments behind. But, when
the teens watch the forbidden video, they see a botched human sacrifice ritual that ends in the killer being killed
by his prey. By watching the video and continuing the ritual, the teens inadvertently release the killer into their
world, allowing him to travel within shadows to continue his murder spree every time someone plays the video.

To survive, the teens must overcome zealots, high school bullies, and their supernatural adversary long
enough to discover the killer’s origin and weakness. But with time runnming out and with their friends’ and famihes’
lives in danger, the teens must enlist the help of a know-it-all video store clerk who dabbles in the occult to help

them defeat the evil before it consumes them all.



Prologue

We open on JENNIFER ROSE, a
bloody teen girl with symbols carved into
her body, trembling.

Beyond her, beyond cops who
urgently investigate the room, and
beyond a forensics team who collects
evidence lies the corpse of a man in a
black cloak NATHANIEL, 50s) near a
pentagram etched on the floor.

A bulky VHS camera sits on a
tripod. The cassette compartment is
open, but there’s no tape inside...




ACT' I

Suburbia, 1994 — COOPER (17) reconnects with his cousin ERIC (17),
who has come to spend the summer with family while his parents finalize their
divorce. When DICK, Cooper’s conservative stepfather, harasses them and
Cooper’s sister, DEBRA (19), the boys sneak out, only to run into Debra’s
bully of a boyfriend, TONY (21), and his friends. Cooper and Eric manage to
evade the bullies and visit Cooper’s wild and unsupervised friend, JUSTIN
(18).

The boys go to ReAction, their local indie video store. The nerdy store
manager, BOYD, offers to rent them a VHS recording of a murder that
happened recently, which he bought from junkies off the street, along with a
demonic spell book. He doesn’t notice Cooper stealing the book during their
interaction.

Later, after Justin and Eric fall asleep, Cooper watches the forbidden
video. It shows Nathaniel attempting to summon a “Shadow Demon” by

sacrificing Jennifer Rose, but his captive gets free, stabs him, and escapes.

Nathamnel gurgles a spell with his dying breath. Out of curiosity (or
perhaps ambition), Cooper reads the stolen grimoire — electricity crackles
around the VCR. After Cooper and Justin argue over the quality of their own
amateur horror film, the cousins depart. Alone, Nathaniel’s shadow form
attacks Justin, who barely survives by falling down the stairs into an area
surrounded by direct light that protects him until sunrise.
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ACT II

The next afternoon, Justin takes the tape to Cooper’s
house and explains his attack; he believes they’ve summed a
demon. He puts the videotape in the VCR to demonstrate, but
Dick comes home and threatens to send Cooper to military
school. Cooper and Dick exchange hurtful words. All three
boys depart.

Cooper, Eric, and Justin return to ReAction Video and
explain the situation. Boyd fears the video could be dangerous
to anyone who possesses it. Meanwhile, Dick unknowingly

plays the tape. The Shadow Man (Nathaniel) appears and rips
Dick apart, absorbing him within.

At ReAction, Boyd surmises that Nathaniel tried to
summon a demon to do his bidding. Cooper reciting the spell
probably allowed Nathaniel to escape and murder in the

shadows when someone plays the tape. Boyd says they must
find the video.

Debra stops at home to pick up videos; Nathaniel’s is
among them. Cooper and Eric race home but find the tape
missing. They realize Debra must have taken it to Megan’s.
Before they can depart, Tony and his pals force Cooper to tell
them where Debra 1s. Tony and his bullies get a head start to
Megan’s to crash the girls’ sleepover.




ACT II (cont.)

Meanwhile, Justin finds the junkies’ community in the woods.
Not only does Justin acquire Nathaniel’s tapes and a sacrificial
dagger, but he finds Jennifer Rose as well.

Tony and his goons crash Megan and Debra’s sleepover, turn
out the lights for a “spooky ambiance,” and play Nathaniel’s tape.

Nathaniel and a shadow version of Dick emerge and kill all
three bullies. Cooper and Eric break nto the house in time to turn
on the lights and save Megan and Debra. Eric unplugs the VCR,
traps Nathaniel and the tape inside, and the surviving teens head to
ReAction Video. There, Justin reveals the dagger and Jennifer Rose

in the flesh. The unlikely team researches the occult and looks for
ways to stop Nathamel.

As Jennifer Rose tells of her near-death experience at
Nathaniel’s hands. They learn that the video is not what keeps
Nathaniel in this world. It’s the bond Cooper created when he
inadvertently recited the spell to revive him, so the demon is sensitive
to Cooper’s desires and emotions—the Shadow Demon kills people
who angered him, which puts people closest to him in danger. Boyd
believes the only way to destroy the essence of the Shadow Demon is
in the physical world, not just the tape, so he closes the store early to
prepare.




ACT IIT

Our heroes “release” the Shadow Demon (including shadow versions
of Tony and friends), in addition to Nathaniel and Dick, who attack Boyd
and the teens all at once. The team’s plan to trap the demons with direct light
fails. Just as the demon nears victory over Cooper’s soul, Cooper bypasses
his anger to sever his connection to the evil, and he uses the sacrificial dagger
to destroy his adversary. The shadow people dissipate.

Cooper and Justin realize that no one will believe their story, so they

may as well run away to L.A. With no desire to return to his oppressive,
broken family, Eric decides to join them.

Cooper accompanies Jennifer Rose, a budding love interest, to the
woods, intending to destroy the videotape and Nathaniel’s other likely-cursed
belongings. But before Jennifer Rose can drop Nathaniel’s grimoire into the
fire, Cooper stops her. Cooper realizes his ambition to become a successful
filmmaker 1s worth killing for and that the anger he’s battled all along may be
his greatest asset of all.

Cooper secretly takes the book and makes sure Jennifer Rose will not
live to reveal his darkest secrets...




Epilogue

On the bus, Justin and
Eric play portable video games.
They offer Cooper a turn as he
sits In the seat behind them.
Cooper politely declines, saying
he thinks he will do a bit of
reading instead.

Justin and Eric don’t
notice the spell book 1n
Cooper’s backpack. Only
Cooper knows what’s in store for
them once the boys reach their
destination...
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Demographics

* Killer Rental’s young protagonists will appeal to
teenagers and young adults.

* Horror fans will be drawn to the gore and
supernatural themes.

* Killer Rentalwill appeal to nostalgia seekers and
fans of established 80s/90s slashers and retro
films and TV series, such as Fear Street, Summer
of 84, and Stranger 1 hings.




Budget Breakdown
%k %k %k k%% $4_6 MillionUSD %k k% %k %k %

Characters:
* 4 Leads

* 10 Supporting
e Some Extras

Minimal [.ocations:

* INT./EXT. 1990s suburbia (3 houses)

o INT./EXT. ReAction Video (indie video store)
* EXT. The Woods

* INT. Abandoned Warehouse

Special Effects:

e Some




Why write Killer Rental?

As I explored the unlimited sub-genres of horror in my writings, I
was encouraged to pay homage to the slashers I grew up with in
my early teens.

Killer Rentalis a love letter to growing up in the 1990s when things
were simpler. We felt free. Things were somehow fun but also

scary and dangerous.

Pizza and games or movie rentals with famly and friends were the
norm. But where did the movies come from? Without the
Internet, strange little indie films ended up at video stores, and we
would rent them without ever knowing where they came from or

the story of their conception. This uncertamnty is the basis for
Killer Rental.

Even today, I have fond memories of watching the short Video
Zone features at the end of the Full Moon Entertainment tapes. I
remember scenes from shot-on-video indie films that I'll ikely
never find again. But most of all, I remember sharing those
adventures with friends and family every time we returned from
the video store and threw a bag of popcorn in the microwave.

I wrote Killer Rentalto remind us of those times and to hopefully
be a favorite for a new generation of avid horror movie fans.




Writer Biography - Jerrod D. Brito

Jerrod D. Brito 1s a writer/director from Denver, Colorado. His
work mcludes writing the Gravitas Ventures psychological thriller,
Adalynn (2023), co-writing Blood Moon Pictures' upcoming film,
Devils Knight: Volumes of Blood III, and wnting/directing the award-
winning short horror film Horned (2023).

As of 2023, Bnito provides blogs, articles, and screenwriting

services for From FADE IN: To FADE OUT.

In additton to shorts and features, Brito worked as a screenwriter
and production intern for the late award-winning Television writer
Meredith Miller-Post on her web series, The Grass is Always Greener,

and as a wrniter for a politically charged graphic novel about diversity
called The Pride Force.

Brito also wrote produced stage plays for chients, including the
Pandemic Collective theater company. Looking ahead, Brito is co-
writing the final chapter in a horror escape room and adapting his
screenplay, Patient, into a six-issue graphic novel.

Past writing experience includes working as a copywriter for an
L.A.-based boutique marketing firm, producing commercials, nightclub
video advertising, corporate videos, and writing as a Content
Coordiator in the Broadcasting industry.
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CONTACT

Direct contact:

Jerrod D. Brito
(805) 751-5665

Online resume:

Represented by:

Diego Harrison

dieco@sbrmedia.com

(719) 242-3755
SBR Media

sbrmedia.com

130 Citadel Dr.
Conway SC 29526
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